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Year 6: Geography Curriculum

Summer term: ‘Bring Me Sunshine’: “How does Morecambe compare to other seaside towns?”

Overview of unit: Key vocabulary:
This unit explores the physical and human geography of coasts, using Morecambe as a local case Coast, shoreline, erosion, deposition, maritime, trade, port, harbour, industry,
study and Blackpool as a contrasting seaside town. Pupils investigate coastal features, tourism, Bay, estuary, mudflats, headland, tide, grid reference, OS map, scale, symbol
economic change, and coastal management, developing map skills, enquiry skills, and an Tourism, regeneration, economy, attractions, decline, investment, visitor numbers
understanding of how places change over time. Resort, mass tourism, transport links, development, land use, comparison
Erosion, deposition, sea wall, groyne, managed retreat, flood risk, climate change
Prior learning relevant to the unit: Links to future learning:
e Use of maps to explore Lancaster Canal and the features surrounding it. e KS3 National Curriculum:
e Looking at changing land use over time — Lancaster Canal and River Nile Pupils should understand how geographical processes interact to create distinctive human and
e Locating physical and human features using a map. physical landscapes that change over time. In doing so, they should become aware of increasingly
e How trade is affected by the River Lune and Lancaster Canal complex geographical systems in the world around them. They should develop greater competence in
using geographical knowledge, approaches and concepts [such as models and theories] and
geographical skills in analysing and interpreting different data sources. In this way pupils will continue
to enrich their locational knowledge and spatial and environmental understanding.
Structure of unit: How this unit fits within the National Curriculum for Geography: End of year expectations:
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the Locational and Place knowledge:
1. What is a coast and what does it mean to be a | local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South e Name and locate an extensive range of places in the world including
Maritime nation? America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of globally and topically significant features and events.
2. What is Morecambe Bay like and how can the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should | Human and Physical Geography:
maps help us to identify coastal features? develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills e Recognise patterns in human and physical features and understand some
3. Is Morecambe still a popular tourist to enhance their locational and place knowledge. of the conditions, processes or changes which influence these patterns.
destination? e Explain some links and interactions between people, places and
4. How does Blackpool’s growth compare to Pupils should be taught to: environments.
Morecambe’s? Locational knowledge: Enquiry and Investigation:
5. How are our coasts at risk and how can we e name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, e Ask and respond to questions that are more causal e.g. What happened in
protect them? geographical regions and their identifying human and physical the past to cause that? How is it likely to change in the future?
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, e Make predictions and test simple hypotheses about people, places and
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and geographical issues
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time Fieldwork:
Human and physical geography: e Use arange of numerical and quantitative skills to analyse, interpret and
e human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, present data collected from fieldwork observations, measurements and
economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of recordings.
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water Interpret a Range of Sources of Geographical Information:
Geographical skills and fieldwork: e Interpret a wider range of geographical information and maps including
e use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human scale, projections, thematic, and digital maps.
and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, e Recognise an increasing range of Ordnance Survey symbols on maps and
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies locate features using six figure grid references
e use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate | communicate Geographical Information:
countries and describe features studied e Develop their views and attitudes to critically evaluate responses to local
geographical issues or global issues and events.
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e Communicate geographical information using a wide range of methods
including writing at increasing length.

Key knowledge for retrieval:

e Coasts are shaped by erosion, transportation, and deposition.

e The UK has over 31,000 km of coastline.

o Coastal features include bays, headlands, cliffs, beaches, dunes, and estuaries.

e The UK relies heavily on the sea for trade, fishing, tourism, and transport.

e Morecambe is known for its wide tidal range, mudflats, and dangerous quicksand.
e ltis a historically a popular Victorian seaside resort.

e Morecambe is currently undergoing regeneration (e.g., Eden Project North).

e Blackpool grew rapidly due to railway access, mass tourism, and iconic attractions like the
Tower and Pleasure Beach.

e Blackpool is much larger and more commercialised than Morecambe.

e Erosion threatens cliffs and homes.

e Climate change increases flood risk.

e Coastal defences help protect communities

e Name some coastal defences

Links with other learning across the curriculum:

e English: Core text: Spylark
e Design and Technology: “How can we celebrate the seaside?” (Summer term)
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