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Year 4: Design Technology Curriculum 
 

Summer 2: How can we protect our clothing? Textiles 
 

Overview of unit: 

 This 10-hour Design and Technology unit for Year 4 focuses on upcycling a reusable cloth bag into a 
functional apron. Students will transition from 2D fabric analysis to 3D construction, applying stitching 
skills and understanding the functional properties of textiles. 
 

Key vocabulary: 

Reusable cloth/bags, fabric scissors, sewing needles, 
embroidery thread, pins, tape measures, felt, seam ripper, 
running, back, cross and over stitch, fastenings, D-Clip,  

Prior learning relevant to the unit: 

•  Year 2: Spring 1: How can Katie Morag carry the mail. 

Links to future learning: 

• Year 6: Summer 1 & 2: How can we celebrate the seaside? 

Structure of unit: 
 

• Investigative and Evaluative 
Activities (IEAs) 
Approx. 2 hours 
 

• Focussed Practical Tasks (FPTs) 
Approx. 4 hours 
 

• Design, Make and Evaluate 
Assignment (DME) 
Approx. 4 hours 
 

Total time for unit: Approx. 10 hours 

How this unit fits within the National Curriculum for DT: 
Design: 

• Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of 
functional products that are fit for purpose. 

• generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through 
discussion and prototypes. 

Make: 

• Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to 
perform practical tasks. 

• Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, 
including construction materials, according to their functional 
properties. 

Evaluate: 

• Investigate and analyse a range of existing products. 

• evaluate their ideas and products against their own design 
criteria and consider the views of others to improve their work. 

• Understand how individuals in Design and Technology have 
helped shape the world. 

Technical knowledge: 

• Use of different sewing techniques to create, strengthen and 
design the product for a specific purpose..  

End of Year Expectations: 

• Draw / sketch existing products in order to analyse and 
understand how products are made. 

• Use an increasingly appropriate technical vocabulary for 
tools materials and their properties.  

• Record the plan by drawing using annotated sketches.  

• Consider aesthetic qualities of materials chosen.   

• Select from techniques for different parts of the process.  

• Identify the strengths and weaknesses of their design ideas 
in relation to purpose / user.  

• Consider and explain how the finished product could be 
improved.  

 

D&T Essentials: 
User: Children must consider who their product is for, and use this to inform their design decisions. 
Purpose: To make an apron that could be used for protection whilst serving at the school salad bar. 

Links with other learning across the curriculum: 
This is a stand-alone unit. 

https://www.lealholm.n-yorks.sch.uk/seecmsfile/?id=1171
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Innovation: Children will have the opportunity to be innovative in their designing and making by applying a range of 
design decisions which will make their final product original, functional and appealing. 
Authenticity: Children will design and make a real product which has a clear purpose. 
Functionality: They will also revisit sewing techniques and introduce new ones. Explore and select different fastenings. 
Design decisions: Children will have the opportunity to make a range of design decisions including: choice of sewing 
techniques, fastenings, the user and design features e.g. pockets.  

 


