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 “For nothing will be impossible with God” Luke 1:37 

                                                                            Year 2: History Curriculum 
 

     Autumn term: ‘Why don’t all castles have moats?’ 
 

Overview of unit: 
Children will have an opportunity to learn about what life was like for different people in Medieval Britain, when William the 
Conqueror was King. They will learn how William took the throne following his success at the Battle of Hastings, and how the Bayeux 
Tapestry is an important historical source which depicts this period of history. 
Children will learn about the purpose of castles, and what life might have been like within them. The will learn about methods of 
attack and defence, and the role of Knights. 
Children will learn that ways of life for different people at this time was very different, and will compare aspects of life, such as food, 
entertainment, housing and medical care for the rich and the poor within Medieval Britain, and within society today. 
 
This unit is relevant to the children at Christ Church as Lancaster Castle, one of the few remaining ‘working’ castles in the country, is 
located within our town. 

Key vocabulary: 

• Words associated with the passing of time, e.g. Normans, Medieval, Middle 
Ages, a very long time ago, before, after, when, timeline, chronology … 

• Words associated with historical enquiry, e.g. evidence, sources, compare, 
similar, different … 

• Words associated with this particular period of history, e.g. Bayeux Tapestry, 
William the Conqueror, Battle of Hastings, defence, attack, protection, castles, 
manors, fife, king, queen, villein, Peasant, Serf, Nobel, Baron, Knight, tithe … 

 

Prior learning relevant to the unit: 

• ELG: Past and Present: 
- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. 
- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read 
in class.  
- Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
In Year 1, children’s historical learning focussed on the Victorian era as they studied a range of significant individuals, namely: Grace 
Darling, Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole and Rev’d Philip Bartlett. 

• Year 1: Autumn term: “Can somebody become famous because of one event?” 

• Year 1: Spring term: “How has Nursing changed over time?” 

• Year 1: Summer term: “Who was Rev’d Philip Bartlett and why is he significant to our school?” 

Links to future learning: 

• Year 3: Autumn term: “How did Britain change from the Stone Age to the Iron Age?” 

• Year 3: Summer term: “How did the Romans impact on life in Britain?” 

• Year 4: Spring term: “Were the Viking vicious?” 

• Year 4: Summer term: “Did the Maya discover chocolate?” 

Structure of unit: 
 
1. What happened at the Battle of Hastings? 
2. Why were castles built? 
3. Did everyone live in a castle? 
4. How were people protected in Medieval Britain? 
5. What was life like for different people within Medieval 
Britain? 

How this unit fits within the National Curriculum for History: 
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common 
words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know 
where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of 
life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of 
everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, 
choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that 
they know and understand key features of events. They should 
understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past 
and identify different ways in which it is represented. 

Pupils should be taught about: 

• significant historical events, people and places in their own 
locality. 

 

End of Year Expectations: 
Chronology: 

• Order and sequence events and objects.  

• Recognise that their own lives are similar and / or different from the lives of people 
in the past.  

• Use common words and phrases concerned with the passing of time. 
Events, People and Changes: 

• Demonstrate awareness of the lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements.  

• Develop awareness of significant historical events, people and places in their own 
locality. 

Interpretation, Enquiry and Using Sources: 

• Ask and answer simple questions about the past through observing and handling a 
range of sources.  

• Consider why things may change over time.  

• Recognise some basic reasons why people in the past acted as they did.  

• Choose parts of stories and other sources to show what they know about significant 
people and events. 

Communication: 

• Talk about what / who was significant in simple historical accounts. 

• Demonstrate simple historical concepts and events through role-play, drawing and 
writing.  
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• Use a variety of simple historical terms and concepts. 

Key knowledge for retrieval: 

• Medieval times (or ‘The Middle Ages’) is the term used to describe the period of history which follows Roman times and 
includes the Vikings, Anglo-Saxons and Normans.  

• The Battle of Hastings occurred in 1066. 

• At the Battle of Hastings, William of Normandy defeated King Harold of England, and was therefore later crowned King. 

• The Normans ruled Britain from 1066 – 1485, after which King Henry VIII was crowned King and the Tudor era began. 

• The Normans built many castles in Britain as a form of protection. Not everyone lived in the castle. Most would live in the 
village or town that surrounded it.  

• The Normans introduced a ‘feudal system’ which put everyone in order of importance in society. 

• Life for different people was very different within Medieval times. 

Links with other learning across the curriculum: 

• Design Technology: 
Design, make and evaluate a model catapult that can be used to fire objects at a target. 

• Art and Design: 
Artist Study: Paul Klee: The Castle and The Sun 

• Physical Education: 
Medieval inspired dance (Miss Helen) 
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