
Lancaster Christ Church C of E Primary School 
Have Faith…In yourself…In others…In God. 

 

In yourself… In others… In God. 
“For nothing will be impossible with God” Luke 1:37 

Year 6: Geography Curriculum 
 

Autumn term: ‘Why was the River Nile so important to Egyptians? 
 

Overview of unit: 
This unit builds on the history unit relating to Ancient Egypt. It looks at the location of the River Nile in comparison with 
other large world rivers. Children will build on prior knowledge to think about why people settled near the River Lune, it’s 
importance in the past and in the present. Children will discover how the river has changed and discuss the pros and cons 
to the Aswan Dam.  

Key vocabulary: 
River Nile, Amazon, Yangtze, source, mouth, confluence, meander, tributary, floodplain, Aswan Dam, trade, formation, 
Akhet, Peret, Shemu, irrigation 

Prior learning relevant to the unit: 

• Year 6: Autumn term History: “Why did the Ancient Egyptians build pyramids?” 

• Year 5: Spring term: “How does the Amazon Rainforest compare with Beacon Fell?” 

• Year 3: Spring term: “What causes flooding?” 

Links to future learning: 

• KS3 National Curriculum: 
Pupils should be taught to understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change landscapes, 
environments and the climate; and how human activity relies on effective functioning of natural systems. 

Structure of unit: 
 

1. How does the Nile compare to other major world 
rivers?  

2. Can we identify physical features of rivers in Egypt’s 
landscape?  

3. How does the river Nile support farming and 
economic activity?  

4. What impact have manmade structures had upon the 
Nile? 

How this unit fits within the National Curriculum for Geography: 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local 
area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. 
This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s 
most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use 
of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their 
locational and place knowledge. 

Pupils should be taught to: 

Locational Knowledge: 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 

Human and Physical Geography: 

• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 

End of Year Expectations: 
Locational and Place knowledge: 

• Name and locate an extensive range of places in the world including globally and topically 
significant features and events. 

Human and Physical Geography: 

• Recognise patterns in human and physical features and understand some of the conditions, 
processes or changes which influence these patterns.  

• Explain some links and interactions between people, places and environments. 
Enquiry and Investigation: 

• Ask and respond to questions that are more causal e.g. What happened in the past to cause 
that? How is it likely to change in the future?  

• Make predictions and test simple hypotheses about people, places and geographical issues 
Fieldwork: 

• Use a range of numerical and quantitative skills to analyse, interpret and present data collected 
from fieldwork observations, measurements and recordings. 

Interpret a Range of Sources of Geographical Information: 

• Interpret a wider range of geographical information and maps including scale, projections, 
thematic, and digital maps.  

• Recognise an increasing range of Ordnance Survey symbols on maps and locate features using 
six figure grid references 

Communicate Geographical Information: 

• Develop their views and attitudes to critically evaluate responses to local geographical issues or 
global issues and events.  

• Communicate geographical information using a wide range of methods including writing at 
increasing length. 

Key knowledge for retrieval: 

• Location of the River Nile 

• Location of other large rivers in the world including Amazon and Yangtze 

• Features of a river and how they are formed 

• Features of the River Nile 

• Reasons why people settled near the River Nile – farming, transport, trade 

• The Aswan Dam was controversial 

• Some of the pros and cons for the Aswan Dam 

Links with other learning across the curriculum: 

• History: “Why did the Ancient Egyptians build pyramids?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


