
Lancaster Christ Church C of E Primary School 
Have Faith… In yourself… In others… In God. 

“For nothing will be impossible with God” Luke 1:37 

Year 2: Design Technology Curriculum 
 

Spring 1: How could Katie Morag carry the mail? Textiles 
Overview of unit: 
In this unit children learn how simple textile bags can be designed and modified for different purposes and different users. They 
join fabrics by stitching. They also see how other materials can add further properties to textiles when they use a chosen 
method to fasten the bag. Children develop their designing skills by considering the purpose of their bag and by using this 
information to generate their own ideas and identify specific design criteria. They communicate their early ideas through 
labelled drawings. 

Key vocabulary: 
Textiles, design, purpose, user, fabric, properties, 
stitching, running stitch, over stitch, fastening, 
reinforce, decorate, appliqué  

Prior learning relevant to the unit: 

• Autumn term Science: Materials: Investigating shopping bags: paper / plastic 
/ cloth. Identifying advantages and disadvantages of each and making 
decisions about which they think is the best material and why. 

Links to future learning: 

• Year 4 -Autumn 2- Aprons 

• Year 6: Summer term: ‘How can we celebrate the seaside?’ 

Structure of unit: 
 

• Investigative and Evaluative 
Activities (IEAs) 
Approx. 2 hours 
 

• Focussed Practical Tasks (FPTs) 
Approx. 3 hours 
 

• Design, Make and Evaluate 
Assignment (DME) 
Approx. 3 hours 
 
Total time for unit: Approx. 8 hours 

How this unit fits within the National Curriculum for DT: 
Design 

• Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and 
other users based on design criteria. 

• Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking 
[and] drawing. 

Make 

• select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical 
tasks [for example, joining and finishing] 

• select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including … 
textiles, according to their characteristics 

Evaluate 

• Explore and evaluate a range of existing products. 

• Evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria. 
 Technical Knowledge 

• Build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger. 

End of Year Expectations: 
Design: 

• Propose more than one idea for their product. 

• Use drawings to record ideas as they are 
developed.  

• Add notes to drawings to help explanations. 
Make: 

• Discuss their work as it progresses.  

• Select and name the tools needed to work the 
materials. 

•  Explain which materials they are using and why. 
Evaluate: 

• Decide how existing products do / do not achieve 
their purpose.  

• Discuss how closely their finished product meets 
their own design criteria. 

Technical Knowledge: 

• Start to use technical vocabulary. 

• Cut out shapes which have been created by 
drawing round a template. 

• Decorate using a variety of techniques. 

• Join materials in a variety of ways. 

D&T Essentials: 
User: The children are designing and making a bag that Katie Morag can carry the mail in.  
Purpose: The purpose of the project is to create a purposeful, functional bag. 

Links with other learning across the curriculum: 
This unit is designed to link with children’s learning in 
English and Geography this term, which focuses on the 
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Innovation: Children will have the opportunity to explore a range of bags as well as means of joining seams and fastenings. 
Authenticity: The children will create a real, usable and meaningful product. 
Functionality: The children will make a functional product which can be used to carry the mail. 
Design decisions: Children will have the opportunity to make design decisions around how their bag is constructed, the shape 
and size of their bag, and how the bag will fasten. 

story ‘ Katie Morag brings the mail.’ Children will be 
learning about living on the Isle of Struay. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


