
Lancaster Christ Church C of E Primary School 
Have Faith…In yourself…In others…In God. 

In yourself… In others… In God. 
“For nothing will be impossible with God” Luke 1:37 

Year 4: Geography Curriculum 
 

Summer 1 term: ‘Where in the world is Tocuaro? 
 

Overview of unit: 
The unit Is planned to help pupils explore the contrast between rural and urban Mexico moving from the broad scale of the country 
down to the specific traditions of Tocuaro. It focuses on contrasting localities, the human and physical features of Mexico and changes 
over time.  

Key vocabulary: 
Continent, region, landscape, border, population, tradition, land use, rural, urban, settlement, diversity, global link, peninsular, gulf, 
migration, heritage resort. 

Prior learning relevant to the unit: 

• ELG: People, Culture and Communities: 
- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, 
non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 

• ELG: The Natural World: 
- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class. 

• Year 1: Autumn term: ‘Where in the world is Morecambe?” 

• Year 1: Summer term: ‘How does Lancaster compare to Levens?’ 

• Year 2: Summer term: “Where in the world is Kenya?” 

• Year 3: Spring term: “What causes flooding?” 

Links to future learning: 

• Year 5: Spring term: “How does the Amazon rainforest compare with Beacon fell?”  
South American focus, environmental impact, contrasting environments, deforestation, changes to environment over time.  

• Year 6: Autumn term: “Why is the river Nile so important to Egyptians?”  
Land use, environmental changes, impact of economic activity. 

Structure of unit: 
 
Enquiry 1: Where is Mexico and what are its key physical and human features? 
 
Enquiry 2: Where is Tocuaro and how does it compare to Mexico city? 
 
Enquiry 3: What is day to day life like in Tocuaro? How do we know?  
 
Enquiry 4: How is Tocuaro linked to the wider world? 
 
Enquiry 5: How has Tocuaro and the areas surrounding it changed over time? 

How this unit fits within the National Curriculum for Geography: 
Locational knowledge:  

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 
location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night) 

Place knowledge:  

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a region within North America. 

Human and physical geography 

•  describe and understand key aspects of: 
- physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  
- human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: 

•  use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied  

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

End of year expectations: 

• Name and locate a wider range of places in their locality, the UK and wider world 
including some globally significant features.  

• Use geographical language to identify and explain some aspects of human and 
physical features and patterns.  

• Describe how features and places change and the links between people and 
environments.  

• Identify and describe similarities, differences and patterns when investigating 
different environments and people.  

• Use a range of sources including digital maps, atlas, globes, satellite images to 
research geographical information.  

• Express their opinions on environmental issues and recognise that other people may 
think differently.  

• Communicate geographical information through a range of methods including maps, 
plans, graphs and presentations.  

• Ask and respond to more searching geographical questions including how and why. 

Key knowledge for retrieval: 

• Know that Mexico is located in the continent of North America.  

• Know the human and physical features of Mexico and Tocuaro and how they compare.  

• Use this vocabulary to identify different landscapes: region, landscape, settlement, land use, rural and urban. 

• Know definitions of this key vocabulary.  

• To know that Tocuaro is a Mexican village and plot this on a map.  

• To be able to describe day-to-day life in the village settlement, traditions and culture (Horta family-artisan mask making heritage) 

• To know that Tocuaro’s migration pattern links to the wider world with the migration of monarch butterflies.  

• Identify the impact of lake Patzcuao shrinking and describe the factors contributing to this.  

Links with other learning across the curriculum: 
 

• History: Did the Maya discover chocolate? (Summer term 2) 
 

 


