
Lancaster Christ Church C of E Primary School 
Have Faith…In yourself…In others…In God. 

 

 “For nothing will be impossible with God” Luke 1:37 

Year 6: Geography Curriculum 
 

Spring term: ‘Where does the Lancaster Canal go? 
 

Overview of unit: 
This unit looks at the location of the Lancaster Canal and thinks about how the land has developed around it. It details 
how to use six figure grid references to locate different features around the canal. In addition, it looks at the impact this 
has had on both physical and human aspects of Lancaster. 

Key vocabulary: 
Canal, aqueduct, tow path, barge, eastings, northings, grid reference, ordnance survey, locate, human, physical, land use, 
transport, leisure, urban, rural, tourism, commercial, wildlife corridors 

Prior learning relevant to the unit: 
Children will have looked at Land use within history – Ancient Egypt. 
Children will have visited the Lune Aqueduct in Year 3. 
Children will have used a range of maps throughout Year 5.  

Links to future learning: 
KS3 National Curriculum - They should understand how geographical processes interact to create distinctive human and 
physical landscapes that change over time. 

Structure of unit: 
 
1. Where does the canal start and end? Has this changed?  
2. How can we identify the position of the canal using 6 figure grid 
references? 
 3. How does Lancaster canal support local people and wildlife 
today?  
4. How is the land used around Lancaster Canal? 

How this unit fits within the National Curriculum for Geography: 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area 
to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will 
include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant 
human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical 
knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place 
knowledge.  

 
Pupils should be taught to: 
 
Locational knowledge: 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time 

Human and physical geography: 

• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied 

End of Year Expectations: 
Locational and Place knowledge: 

• Name and locate an extensive range of places in the world including globally and 
topically significant features and events. 

Human and Physical Geography: 

• Recognise patterns in human and physical features and understand some of the 
conditions, processes or changes which influence these patterns.  

• Explain some links and interactions between people, places and environments. 
Enquiry and Investigation: 

• Ask and respond to questions that are more causal e.g. What happened in the past 
to cause that? How is it likely to change in the future?  

• Make predictions and test simple hypotheses about people, places and 
geographical issues 

Fieldwork: 

• Use a range of numerical and quantitative skills to analyse, interpret and present 
data collected from fieldwork observations, measurements and recordings. 

Interpret a Range of Sources of Geographical Information: 

• Interpret a wider range of geographical information and maps including scale, 
projections, thematic, and digital maps.  

• Recognise an increasing range of Ordnance Survey symbols on maps and locate 
features using six figure grid references 

• Develop their views and attitudes to critically evaluate responses to local 
geographical issues or global issues and events. 

Communicate Geographical Information:  

• Communicate geographical information using a wide range of methods including 
writing at increasing length. 

Key knowledge for retrieval: 

• Lancaster Canal was built between 1792 and 1819. 

• The route is Tewitfield to Preston. 

• It used to be linked to Kendal however the development of the M6 made part of this unusable. 

• To read a grid reference you need to look at eastings and then northings.  

• To find a six-figure grid reference you have to split the squares even further. 

• The canal has benefits for human aspects: tourism, leisure, wellbeing, business 

• The canal has benefits for wildlife and is a wildlife corridor. 

• The different types of land use are: urban, rural, transport, recreation, commercial. 

• These types of land use will have developed in different places for a reasons such as urban growth / location. 

Links with other learning across the curriculum: 
 

• English: Core text – Floodland (Marcus Sedgwick) 

• History: “What was the purpose of the Lancaster Canal?” 

• Art and Design: Space / Painting: ”What is Canal Art?” 
Design, make and decorate a tile in a Canal Art style. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


