Conversations and vocabulary % *
games to try at home 3*

Whatewer your childs resding ability, enjoying a book together allaws them to develop their
understanding, as well as to learn lots of new and exciting words. Read to your child whenever you can,
aik them bo read to you, or take turmds reading pages or chapters of a book. Public libraries are a lantastic
resdounce for allowing children o borrow books for free (and often have storytelling sessions and other
crafit and activity sessions in those long school holidays!).

Talking with and listening to your child teaches them the importance of spoken language and supports
them in developing their vecabulary. When chatting with your child, try to aveid asking oo marny
questions, but et them hear your own thouwghts; children need to hear language in onder to use it
themselves. When you do ask your child a question, it is ideal to ask an‘open’ question — ene that cannot
be answered with a single wond. For example, What was the best thing that happened today? rather
than How wad ichaal?, to which the inevitable andwer it Fina

Here are Some more Sugestions:

& 'llelt crods today because . What makes you feel cross? Why?

& 'llelt happy today when .. What made you feel happy today? Why?'
& 'If you had a superpower, what would it be?'

# ‘What would you take to the moon?

& “Which bookMilrm/TV character would you like to meet? Why ™

# CLeti irmagine it snowed tormormas. What would we do?

#® Play | Spy where one player says, 'l spy with my little eye sormething beginning with . and makes or
names the first sound or letter at the beginning of the name of something near thern. The other
player(s) try o guess what it is using the first sound or letter as a clue.

You could also try spying things that are different colours or bextures.

# Play the game al | went shopping and | bought ' where a player names an itern, for example,
apples, and the next player names this iterm and adds another, so players end up reciting a list. Play
continues until & playes can no longer remember all the items.
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For more information on why the word gap matters and how you can help your child 1o develop their
wocabulary at horme, e

LISa L LANL IS LY L LRy LY







